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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


INFANT  SCHOOL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON . 


"  The  poor  ye  have  always  with  you,  and  whensoever 
ye  will  ye  may  do  them  good."  Did  the  Saviour  mean 
we  should  only  do  them  temporal  good  ?  When  he  was 
on  earth  he  fed  the  hungry,  healed  the  sick,  restored  the 
blind,  and  once  to  a  poor  widow  'gave  back  from  the 
dead  her  only  son  ;  shewing  that  he  had  deep  sympathy 
with  temporal  suffering. 

He  bestowed  temporal  blessings,  for  he  knew  they 
had  need  of  such  things,  but  his  chief  care  was  for  their 
souls ;  he  lived  to  instruct —  he  died  to  save  them. 

To  one  who  inquired,  "  Art  thou  he  that  should  come, 
or  do  we  look  for  another  ?  "  he  replied,  as  distinguishing 
evidence  that  the  Messiah  had  come  —  "  The  poor  have 
the  gospel  preached  to  them."  We  too,  if  we  would 
imitate  his  example,  must  not  exhaust  our  sympathy  on 
the  temporal  sufferings  of  the  poor,  nor  think  our  duty 
done  when  we  have  fed  and  clothed  them.  That  charity 
is  little  worth  which  stops  here.  To  do  the  poor  essen- 
tial good,  we  must  educate  them.     They  must  be  taught 
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those  things  which  are  profitable  for  the  life  that  now  is, 
and  for  that  which  is  to  come.  This  instruction  must 
commence  early.  The  poor  have  many  temptations, 
and  they  need  all  the  strength  which  early  impressions 
and  habits  will  give  to  resist  them. 

The  rich  cannot  perhaps  conceive  how  many  tempta 
tions  the  poor  have  to  encounter.  Those  who  have 
never  known  want,  cannot  realize  with  what  force  the 
temptation  to  steal,  may  come  over  one  who  is  in  want 
of  everything.  The  happy  do  not  know  how  strongly 
the  wretched  are  tempted  to  forget  their  misery  in  intox- 
ication. Those  who  live  at  ease,  cannot  know  the 
struggles  of  one  who  tries  in  vain  to  get  an  honest  living, 
and  is  sorely  beset  with  temptations  to  obtain  it  by  dis- 
honest means.  The  bitterness  of  poverty  consists  not  so 
much  in  its  privations  as  in  its  temptations.  We  are 
not  conscious  how  often  we  do  right,  only  because  we 
are  not  tempted  to  do  wrong.  Ought  not  they  whom 
Providence  has  placed  above  the  reach  of  these  tempta- 
tions, to  do  what  they  can  to  assist  those  exposed  to 
them,  by  bringing  all  the  power  of  early  impression  to 
their  aid? 

In  commending  Infant  Schools  to  the  attention  of  the 
Christian  community,  we  wish  their  nature  and  design 
to  be  distinctly  understood,  and  kept  in  mind.  They 
are  not  schools  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word. 
The  use  of  this  appellation  has  probably  done  much  to 
excite  a  prejudice  agahst  them.  It  instantly  occurs 
to  the  mind  what  can  a  child  of  eighteen  months 
want  of  a  school  ?  They  may  with  more  propriety  be 
termed  neighborhood  nurseries,  or  infant  asylums.  When 
it  is  considered  how  many  poor  mothers  are  forced  to 
let  their  little  ones  run  about  the  streets,  exposing  body 


and  soul  to  the  greatest  danger,  while  they  go  out  to 
work,  the  idea  of  bringing  these  neglected  children 
together,  under  the  care  of  a  pious  and  intelligent 
teacher,  and  instructing  them  in  the  first  principles  of 
morality  and  religion,  must  commend  itself  to  the  heart 
of  every  parent  and  every  patriot.  It  is  in  this  light 
infant  schools  should  be  regarded.  They  should  not 
be  classed  with  day  schools,  but  with  Sabbath  schools. 
They  are  religious  and  not  literary  institutions.  We 
would  ask  those  who  believe  that  the  earliest  impressions 
are  strongest,  if  such  an  institution  is  not  worthy  of 
support?  Eighteen  years  hence,  the  1350  children  who 
have  been  members  of  our  infant  schools  will  be  mem- 
bers of  society,  and  exert  their  share  of  influence  in  the 
family,  in  the  social  circle,  in  the  city,  and  at  the  polls. 
Will  not  that  influence  take  its  color  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  impressions  made  on  them  in  the  infant  and 
Sabbath  school  ? 

As  our  poor  population  are  constantly  moving,  it  is 
necessary,  in  order  to  secure  the  full  benefit  of  the 
schools  already  in  operation,  to  have  several  more  ;  that 
when  the  parents  remove,  the  children  may  pass  from 
one  school  to  another.  Two  schools  are  needed  in  the 
south  part  of  the  city  ;  one  in  the  southeast,  in  or  near 
Sea  Street;  one  in  the  northwest,  in  or  near  Spring 
Street  ;  and  one  in  or  near  South  Margin  Street.  Sab- 
bath schools  have  been  planted  in  these  neighborhoods, 
and  this  is  well.  City  missionaries  labor  among  the 
adults,  and  that  is  well.  But  is  it  enough  ?  Children 
who  see  only  bad  example  at  home  and  abroad,  will 
learn  to  fight,  swear,  lie,  steal,  and  get  intoxicated, 
before  they  are  four  years  old.  Is  it  safe  to  leave  them 
in  the  streets  till  they  reach  this  age,  and  then  trust  to 
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the  reforming  influence  of  the  Sabbath  school,  exerted 
upon  them  one  day  in  the  week,  instead  of  the  "  con- 
stant dropping"  of  the  infant  school  1 

As  the  city  has  not  provided  for  the  instruction  of 
children  under  four  years  of  age,  Providence  seems  to 
throw  them  into  the  hands  of  Christian  philanthropists, 
and  to  say  to  them,  "  Take  these  children  and  nurse 
them  for  me." 

The  question  will  occur,  If  infant  schools  are  worth 
sustaining,  why  has  it  been  found  so  difficult  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds  ?  The  answer  is  simply  this :  The 
subject  has  not  been  fully  and  fairly  brought  before  the 
Christian  public.  Infant  schools  for  the  children  of  the 
poor  are  precisely  on  the  same  footing  now,  that  Sunday 
schools  were  twenty  years  ago  ;  and  when  their  claims 
have  been  as  fairly  investigated,  and  as  frequently  and 
eloquently  presented  from  the  press  and  the  pulpit,  we 
doubt  not  their  importance  will  be  as  fully  appreciated. 

These  schools,  having  been  introduced  into  the  city 
by  ladies,  have  continued  in  their  hands.  The  attention 
of  clergymen  and  other  gentlemen,  has  not  been  directed 
to  them  as  in  the  case  of  Sabbath  schools.  It  is  on 
this  account  we  are  anxious  to  place  these  institutions 
in  the  hands  of  gentlemen.  To  convince  the  city  of  the 
utility  of  infant  schools,  and  to  supply  them,  is  quite  too 
large  an  undertaking  for  a  few  ladies.  Satisfied  that 
the  work  was  too  great  for  us,  we  were  induced  to  lay 
the  subject  before  "  the  Society  for  the  Moral  and 
Religious  Instruction  of  the  Poor."  After  examining 
the  claims  of  infant  schools  to  their  attention,  that 
board  voted  to  take  them  under  their  patronage.  The 
friends  of  these  schools  are  greatly  encouraged  by 
this  fact,  and  trust  that  this  Society  will  carry  out  our 


feeble  beginnings,  and  increase  the  number  of  schools, 
so  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  city. 

We  have  observed  with  much  satisfaction  that  the 
Christian  community  are  turning  their  attention  more  to 
young  children.  Some  at  least  of  those  who  labor  for 
the  good  of  society,  are  convinced  that  they  must  begin 
at  the  beginning.  The  children's  meetings  which  have 
been  commenced  in  our  city  within  the  present  year, 
aiford  cheering  evidence  of  this  fact,  and  promise  most 
happy  results.  One  of  these  meetings  is  held  every 
Sabbath  afternoon  in  the  Mission  house,  and  most  of  the 
Garden  Street  infant  scholars  attend  it.  Will  not  the 
infant  school,  the  Sabbath  school,  and  the  children's 
meeting,  form  a  threefold  cord  not  easily  broken  ? 

During  the  year,  ninetythree  children  have  been 
admitted  to  the  Garden  Street  school,  and  sixtytwo 
have  left.  Attendance  in  winter  about  forty;  in  sum- 
mer from  sixty  to  seventy  ;  number  now  on  the  list,  sixty. 
Stillman  Street  school  has  admitted  ninetytwo.  Thirty- 
six  have  gone  to  the  primary  school,  and  sixtytwo  have 
removed.  Attendance  in  winter  about  fifty  ;  in  summer 
from  sixty  to  seventy.  Two  have  died.  Whole  number 
now  on  the  list,  sixtythree.  The  expenses  of  the  year 
for  the  support  of  both  schools  have  been  only  $602,86. 

The  mother  of  one  of  our  scholars  said  to  the  teacher 
recently,  "  My  little  girl's  disposition  is  entirely  changed 
since  she  came  to  school.  Before,  she  was  very  cross  — 
always  contending  withher  sisters ;  now,  she  is  not  only 
very  pleasant  and  good  herself,  but  if  her  sisters  are 
cross  or  do  wrong,  she  will  say,  '  Why  will  you  do  so  ? 
The  great  God  is  looking  upon  you,  and  he  cannot  love 
you  now.' " 

On  one  occasion,  the  teacher  told  the  children  that 


there  were  a  great  many  people  in  the  world  who  had  no 
Bible.  One  little  girl  went  home  to  her  mother  very 
much  grieved  about  it,  and  begged  some  money  to  send 
to  them.  Next  morning  she  came  to  Miss  F.  with  two 
cents,  which  she  said  was  "  to  buy  Bibles  for  the  poor 
heathen." 

The  children  are  very  happy  in  the  infant  schools, 
and  often  come  of  their  own  accord,  when  their  parents 
are  too  negligent  to  send  them.  They  have  frequently 
been  known  to  come  without  their  breakfast. 

When  one  of  the  scholars  was  sick,  and  in  much  pain, 
she  said,  "I  will  try  not  to  think  how  bad  I  feel  —  I  will 
think  of  my  infant  school,  and  how  happy  I  am  there." 

One  day,  while  the  children  were  playing  at  recess, 
one  child  hurt  another.  A  little  boy  on  seeing  it,  came 
up  and  said,  "do  to  others  as  you  would  have  others  do 
to  you ;  that 's  the  way." 

One  of  the  parents  speaking  of  her  child,  says,  "  J.  is 
quite  a  good  girl  at  home,  she  seems  to  try  to  be  good, 
so  that  God  may  love  her,  she  says."  One  day  when  she 
was  playing  with  a  younger  brother,  he  struck  her,  and 
she  returned  the  blow,  but  immediately  began  to  cry. 
Being  asked  why  she  cried  so,  she  said,  "  I  am  sorry  I 
struck  my  little  brother."  She  was  told  to  be  careful 
and  not  strike  him  again.  This  did  not  satisfy  her,  and 
she  continued  to  cry  bitterly,  until  they  told  her  that 
God  would  forgive  her,  if  she  was  really  sorry.  This 
child  manifests  great  interest  in  religious  duties,  and  her 
whole  deportment  both  at  home  and  at  school,  shows 
that  the  good  seed  has  fallen  on  good  ground,  and  if 
hereafter  the  cares  or  the  temptations  of  the  world 
should  choke  it,  may  we  not  hope  that  it  will  remain, 
and  ultimately  bring  forth  good  fruit  ? 
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On  one  occasion,  a  little  girl  said  something  that  was 
not  true,  and  was  much  troubled  about  it.  When  she 
was  going  to  bed,  she  asked  her  mother,  if"  God  would 
forgive  her  if  she  confessed  and  prayed  to  him."  She 
then  knelt  down  and  expressed  herself  thus :  "  O  God, 
forgive  me  for  telling  an  untruth  to  my  dear  mother,  and 
I  will  never  tell  another."  The  mother  of  the  child  is  a 
poor  widow,  who  labors  hard  to  support  her  children. 
She  says  they  have  become  very  affectionate  and  kind 
since  they  attended  the  infant  school,  and  she  thinks 
these  good  impressions  will  never  be  erased. 

The  teacher  of  the  Garden  Street  school  says,  in 
her  monthly  report,  "  On  Saturday  I  talked  to  the  child- 
ren, about  keeping  the  Sabbath.  One  little  girl  said, 
'  I  am  going  to  ride  tomorrow  with  my  mother.'  I 
gave  them  such  instruction  as  I  thought  the  occasion 
required.  On  Monday  the  little  girl  came  to  me  and 
said,  '  I  did  not  go  to  ride  yesterday.'  I  asked  her 
why? 

"  '  My  mother  did  not  go.' 
"  And  why  did  not  your  mother  go  ? 
"  '  Because  I  told  her  it  was  wicked  to  ride  Sundays. 
"  The  same  child  came  to  me  about  three  months  since 
and  told  me  her  father  said  he  would  not  drink  any  more 
rum. 

"  I  asked  her  why  ?  She  replied,  '  I  told  him  the  bible 
said,  drunkards  cannot  go  to  heaven.'  She  has  told  me 
since,  that  he  has  not  drunk  any." 

Many  anecdotes  of  a  similar  character  might  be  re- 
lated, showing  that  the  influence  of  the  schools  is  happy, 
on  both  parents  and  children.  May  this  influence  be 
extended  to  all  who  need  it. 

Our  school-house  in  Stillman  Street  having  been  sold, 
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it  became  necessary  to  remove  the  school.  We  endeav- 
ored to  obtain  other  rooms,  but  without  success.  After 
much  inquiry,  a  spot  of  vacant  land  was  found  in  the 
rear  of  the  new  Catholic  church,  on  Charlestown  Street, 
which  the  owner  agreed  to  let  for  five  years,  at  the  rate 
of  seventyfive  dollars  per  annum.  The  society  for  the 
Moral  and  Religious  Instruction  of  the  Poor  have  pur- 
chased the  old  school-room  for  us,  at  seventyfive  dollars, 
and  it  is  now  about  being  removed  to  the  new  place. 
This  arrangement  is  entirely  satisfactory,  as  the  building 
is  well  adapted  to  our  purpose,  and  the  new  location  is 
so  near  the  old  one,  that  we  shall  not  lose  any  scholars 
by  the  change.  It  will  cost  one  hundred  dollars  to 
remove  it,  and  about  thirty  more  for  repairs,  fence,  &,c. 
making  in  all  two  hundred  and  five  dollars. 
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Infant   School  Society,   of  the   City  of  Boston,   in 
account  current  with  N.  Hooper,  Treasurer. 


1835.     April  1.     To  amount  paid  to  Teachers,     .     .     .     $491  75 
"        "         "     for  rent  of  Stillman  st. 

school-room, 60  00 

a        tt         «     for  Wood  and  Coalj  33  61 

a         "  "      for  printing  Reports,         11  50 

"         "  "      incidental  expenses,  6  00 


602  86 
Balance  on  hand, 294  50 


$897  36 


1834. 

Ap'l  1.     By  balance  on  hand  per  act.  of  this  date,     .     .     $317  39 
1835. 

Ap'l  1.  By  am't  rec'd  from  200  subscribers,  .  .  256  00 
"  "  "  "  Donations,  ...  28  00 
"  "  "  income  fm.  Garden  st.  school  39  00 
11      "         "  "        "  Stillman  st.    "       32  62 

"      "         a     interest  on  money  loaned,      16  52 
By  collections, 

From  Park  st.  Church, .  . 
"  Essex  st.  "  .  . 
"      Bowdoin  st.  .     . 

li      Federal  st.  Baptist    . 


45  63 

40  50 

80  20 

41  50 

207  8 

579  "^ 

$897 

36 

Errors  excepted, 

N.  HOOPER,  Treasurer. 
Boston,  April  1 ,  1835. 


Boston,  March  30,  1835. — I  certify  that  I   have  examined  the 
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